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AMFNT1MENT TO THE CLAIMS 

TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please CANCEL claims 1-26, 29 and 31 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please AMEND claims 27, 28 and 30 as follows. 

Please ADD claims 32-44 as follows: 

A copy of all pending claims and a status of the claims are provided below. 



1-26, 29 and 31 (canceled) 

27 (currently amended) Ti n ■. Ufct a sse rt* n f nlni m 1 ^ stage assembl e comprising : 
jLfeUB <^ „, and a second m fe «"* motor producmgafat 

force; , , . 0 

^cond li a in I— ~ «~ ^ nan, the secoMa^m 

second force; 

_ , to which the first ofte first motor is attached ^ 

- ..„ r „ ^ch u atacted the second er, of the first motor and the secojid part of the 

rnotor. the flags moving ^teteM te! « ^ M ^ «« 
second force; and 

^n^^ of the second motor is attached, , wherein 

thgj^ajejmA^^ rliffrmit respective bodies, and 

the second stage includes at least one arm that extends in the y direction and includes the 
first part of the second motor for applying force in the y direction to the stage. 

28. (currently amended) The^*^^ 
com prising: 

. first ™.or that includes a fiaMrjand a second part the first motor producng a firs, 

force; 
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second force; 

abaseto -hirh the first part nf the first motor is attac hed; 

aJ ^eto^^^ 
s^not^^ 
^mnd force; and 

a^eomdjst^^ 

thebasear^Jiese^^ 

thesec^ami^^ 
rj^MMs^d rnotor for applying force in the y direction to jhejrtage, 

the first part runs along the length of the at least one arm, and 
the at least one arm is supported on the base by bearings. 

30. (currently amended) ^fce^ase^^ 

com prising: m 

mmM a m m "i ■ *■ firsl m " mr pmduc "" ! a fl - 



force; 



. ^ that Muda - fira m - ■ ■ ™' i mn,nr producillB a 



second force; 

, We to which th* first part of the first motor is attached; 
a.tai.ejo^^ 

Qprond force: and 

~~ a second stage to whirh fee first part ofthe second motor is^ttached^wherein 
thg ™a the second sta r* are different respective bodies, 

the second stage carries a portion of a levitation device which extends along the at least 
one arms in the y direction, 



\\COM\427369.2 



Serial No.: 10/021,053 

_4_ 

the stage carries another portion of the levitation device, and 

the levitation device provides a levitation force to support the stage weight. 

32. (new) A stage assembly comprising: 
a base member; 

a stage that is supported by the base member, the stage being movable relative to the base 
member; 

a ground that supports the base member; 

a first driving device connected to the stage and the base member, the first driving device 
moving the stage along a first direction; and 

a second driving device connected to the stage, the second driving device moving the 
stage along a second direction that is different from the first direction, 

wherein a first reaction force that is generated by the first driving device acts on the base 
member and moves the base member relative to the ground along the first direction, and 

wherein a second reaction force that is generated by the second driving device is not 
transmitted to the base member. 

33 . (new) The stage assembly of claim 32, wherein the second reaction force is transmitted t< 
a movable member that is isolated from the base member. 

34. (new) The stage assembly of claim 33, wherein the movable member is movable relative 
to the ground as a countermass. 

35. (new) The stage assembly of claim 32, further comprising a bearing device that is 
disposed between the base member and the ground. 

36. (new) The stage assembly of claim 35, further comprising an actuator that is connected t 
the base member, the actuator moving the base member along the first direction. 
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37. (new) The stage assembly of claim 32, wherein the base member moves in a direction 
opposite to the direction of the movement of the stage along the first direction. 

3 8 . (new) An exposure apparatus, comprising: 

an illumination system that irradiates radiant energy; and 

the stage assembly according to claim 32, the stage assembly disposing an object on a 
path at the radiant energy. 

39. (new) A device manufactured with the exposure apparatus of claim 38. 

40. (new) A wafer on which an image has been formed by the exposure apparatus of claim 
38. 

4 1 . (new) A stage assembly, comprising: 
a base member; 

a sage .ha, is supported by the base member, the stage being movable relative to the base 

member; . 

a movable member that is isolated from the base member and movable relative to the 

stage; , 

a firs, driving deviee connected to the stage and the base member, the firs, driving devce 

moving the sage along a first direction; and 

a second driving deviee connected to the slage and the movable member, the second 
driving device moving the stage along a second direction mat is different from me firs, direction, 

wherein a firs, reaction force that is generated by the sage motion along the firs, 
direction is canceled by utilizing me motion of the stage member and a second reaction force mat 
is generated by the sage motion along the second direction is cancelled by utilizing the motion 
of the movable member. 
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42 (new) The stage assembly of claim 4 1 , wherein: 

the first driving device includes a first part connected to the stage and a second part 

connected to the base member; and 

the second driving device includes a first part connected to the stage and a second part 

connected to the movable member. 

43. (new) The stage assembly of claim 41, further comprising a bearing device that supports 
the base member movably. 

44. (new) The stage assembly of claim 43, further comprising an actuator that is connected to 
the base member, the actuator moving the base member along the first direction. 
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